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Consecration 
By Elizabeth Edmonds 


HE voice is mine— 
But all the words 
Of truth and grace 
I speak are wholly Thine. 


The hands are mine— 
But all the deeds 
Of love I do 

Are always, ever Thine. 


The feet are mine— 

But all the paths 

Of service true . 
Wherein I walk are Thine. 


No merit mine— 

Lord, use my voice 

My hands, my feet— 
Forever wholly Thine. 


w 


Preparation for Suffering 


There are certain preparations which 
the Christian can make for suffering and 
death. He can of course add nothing to 
the finished work of Christ which is 
the ground of his salvation; mor can 
he tell when suffering or death may 
strike him. Some are granted good 
health through a long life, but many 
others are not, and it is well to be pre- 
pared as far as we can for, illness, pain, 
and death, without being anxious or 
morbid about it. What then can we do? 
We should make sure that all is right 
between us and God, that He has no 





controversy with us, that we have con- 
fessed our sins and are utterly yielded 
to Him. If there is something we think 
we should like to put right with anyone 
else before dying, then let us do it now, 
for none of us knows how long he has 
to live. If there is something question- 
able that we would give up if we knew 
we had only two weeks to live, then 
let us do it now, so that there may be 
no cloud between us and God. Among 
the positive things that may be done 
by way of preparation are the constant 
reading of the Scriptures and the spir- 
itual writings of good authors, new and 
old—particularly the old ones—and the 
memorizing of Bible verses and stanzas 
from the grand old hymns. The writer 
knows from recent and poignant experi- 
ence what balm there is for the heart 
in the repetition of these “wonderful 
words of life,” in time of pain and un- 


certainty. If the mind is continually at 
rest in God and has “the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding,” then 
the bad news of approaching illness or 
a forthcoming operation, with the pos- 
sibility of death, will not be such a 
shock and can be borne more calmly. 
It is true that all believers have before 
them the hope of Christ’s second coming, 
but there may still be many living who 
will have to pass through death before 
they stand in His presence. Therefore 
it behooves us all to “clean house,” to 
abide in Christ, to do the work He has 
given us, and to “walk in the Spirit.” 
Richard Baxter wrote: 


Lord, it belongs not to my care 
Whether I die or live; 

To love and serve Thee is my share. 
And this Thy grace must give. 


If life be long, oh, make me glad 
The longer to obey; 

If short, no laborer is sad 
To end his toilsome day. 


+ 4 


Lessons From the Life of J. J. D. Hall 


By Ernest Gordon 


E picturesqué career of the mem- 

orable and much beloved J. J. D. 

Hall is generally familiar to evan- 
gelicals and needs no rehearsal here, 
but there are certain interesting lessons 
to be drawn from his newly published 
life. 

First, this utterly courageous preacher 
on highway and byway had to conquer 
natural disinclinations and fears at each 
crisis in his life work. As Jeremiah on 
his vocation, he ever made reluctant 
protestation of inability. Even when a 
boy, when Moody was preaching to boys, 
it was the same: “He headed for us 
and frightened me nearly to death. I 
counted the boys on the front row to 
see how long it would be until he got 
to me.” 

On his first visit to a prison service 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Ye shall not fear them: for the 
Lord your God he shall fight for 
you” (Deut. 3:22). 

















he was, unexpectedly asked to speak. 
“We will sing hymn number 17, after 
which the Rev. Mr. Hall will address 
you.” “All I could do was to look and 
see what the hymn was and how many 
verses were in it. To my amazement 
I found it had seven and I wished it 
had seventeen or one hundred and sev- 
enteen. I had no idea what to say to 
those men. There was nothing left for 
me to do but proceed with nothing to 
proceed on.” 

But the Lord did not forsake him. He 
told him to tell the story of Jerry 
McAuley. From the beginning Mr. Hall 
held their attention. Many wept on 
hearing what God had done for a gutter 
drunkard and river rat, how He made of 
him a successful leader of the first res- 
cue mission in America. He told them 
that God could do the same for them. 
Later he was asked to speak to the 
inmates of the state prison. He did not 
want to; put it off; finally went. The 


sight of so many mer in stripes almost 
paralyzed him. But when the prison 
chaplain asked him to “dismiss us with 
the benediction” he answered, “Yes, but 


‘486 (2) * 






not until I have said a word.” Again 
he told the story of Jerry McAuley. 

“The effect was electric. Tears 
streamed down the faces of the men. The 
chaplain was astonished. After the 
benediction, the guards could not make 
the men go. He had to use both hands 
to shake hands with the prisoners. Next 
week he received quantities of letters 
asking him to come back. Shortly after, 
the chaplain having resigned because of 
old age, the prisoners sent a mammoth 
petition to Montgomery asking that Mr. 
Hall might be appointed chaplain. And 
he was., So he was Jaunched on his great 
and unconventional and astonishingly 
fruitful years of prison work. 

Again at the age of sixty he felt called 
of God to preach on the streets of New 
York City. “What a terrible sensation 
it was and how fearful I felt. It was 
with very poor success. No one would 
stop and listen and I did not know what 
to do. Yet he was given courage to 
launch into that which advisers said 
couldn’t be done, a ministry in Wall Street, 
where for nine years he preached noon- 
days to multitudes. 

I have heard it said that General 
Booth considered the unattractive cos- 
tume and early bizarre doings of the 
Salvationists were an effective crucifix- 
ion of personal pride which brought 
power from on high. Perhaps Mr. Hall 
felt the same when he decided to go 
forth with signs and tracts on the New 
York streets. He prepared the signs, but 
could not bring himself to go out with 
them. Day after day passed. He prayed 
for strength. When finally he ventured 
forth he was met with astonishment and 
scorn. He walked three blocks, then 
hurriedly got back to his room. It had 
exhausted him. Yet this proved to be 
the prologue to a New Year’s demon- 
stration in Times Square until 3 a.m. 
Six men with poles lifted high, offering 
Christ to innumerable New Yorkers, 
coming and going through the Square 
that New Year’s Eve. His courage was 
ultimately recognized and accepted in 
spite of his fears. 

At the age of seventy-five he had a 
slight stroke and felt that his end was 
near. He began giving away his books 
and otherwise preparing for death. Yet 
his famous telephone ministry, which 
has now been going on fourteen years 
and has numbered more than a million 
calls, was to begin just at that time. 

What a revealing contribution these 
experiences are to the subject of God’s 
call! 





Mr. Hall not only had very definite 
evangelical beliefs, but was never re- 
strained from expressing them if the oc- 
casion called for it. As John Knox, he 
feared not the face of man. There was 
a definite congruity in these beliefs. 





This editorial is based on “Dad Hall, Bishop 


of Wall Street,” by Sara C. Palmer. (The 
Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.50.) 
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Conversion had priority. He wrote to 
a newly elected bishop: 

“Ask the young men under your care 
{that is, candidates for the ministry] if 
they have been truly converted through 
the Spirit and be sure to. pray with them 
until you are sure it is true. Why not 
also institute an order of converted lay- 
men, whose hearts God has deeply 
touched by His Holy Spirit, teaching 
them and sending them out into any 
community with a burning message from 
Heaven, promising them little or noth- 
ing but what St. Paul got, trials and 
losses but also blessings abundant?” 

He believed in going on to deeper 
Christian experiences. He was not a 
man who could be heckled with im- 
punity. When he was rebuked for 
preaching “Christian perfection,” he 
asked his objecting interlocutor, “As you 
go about your diocese, do you preach 
Christian perfection or Christian imper- 
fection?” 

Then he continued; hammer stroke on 
hammer stroke: 

“Bishop, I heard you say the Lord’s 
Prayer a while ago. When you said 
‘Thy kingdom come’ of course you meant 
into your heart. You know the words 
of the Te Deum, ‘Vouchsafe, O Lord, to 
keep us this day without sin.’ Does the 
Church intend us to believe that they 
are merely pious words, put in between 
the first and second lesson? The Prayer 
for Purity, which -begins the Morning 
Service, is a marvelous example ‘of this 
truth: ‘Unto whom. all hearts are open, 
all desires known and from whom no 
secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit that we may perfectly love thee 
and worthily magnify thy holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ 

“You can go through the Prayer Book 
and find every collect or prayer contains 
this same teaching, which shows us that 
our foréfathers and the Church were 
well grounded in Scripture and knew 
only too well this teaching of a life 
fully surrendered to Christ and what it 
stood for. An English clergyman told 
me that every one of the compilers of 
the Book of Common Prayer suffered 
through fire and flames at the hands of 
the Roman Church. When we use this 
beautiful office let us bear in mind that 
those who prepared it paid the price 
with their lives in the fiery flames.” 

How he felt about the Second Coming 
of Christ can best be told by quoting the 
letter of a minister who had come to the 
understanding of this truth through Mr: 
Hall’s teaching (p. 140): 

“Dear Dad: 

“There has hardly been a letter that 
you have written in the past which was 
not full of admonitions to preach the 
Gospel. These admonitions fell on deaf 
ears. I thought I was preaching the Gos- 
pel. It is in the past few weeks only 
that I realized what an adulterated thing 
it was in which I believed. It was 


watered down by the Liberalism I had 
absorbed through many years. Sud- 
denly I became aware that it was not 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ at all. 


“It all came about when I began to 
think about the Second Coming of 
Christ. What did it mean? Every time 
I celebrated the Holy Communion and 
recited the Nicene Creed, I repeated the 
words; ‘And he shall come again with 
glory to judge both the quick and the 
dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.’ 
I could no longer dismiss the words. 
Suddenly they came alive. As the only 
hope for sinful man was to be redeemed 
by the blood of Jesus Christ, so the 
only hope for an unredeemed, power- 
loving, selfish society was the Second 
Coming of our Lord. It is only when 
we come to see the hopelessness of man’s 
dilemma that the Second Coming has 
any meaning. I am preaching that with 
all the power I‘ have to my congregation 
and I feel like a man reborn. Never 
before have I felt such peace and power.” 


(Continued on page 488) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Are Baptists Protestants? 


I have been told that the teaching 
that Baptists are not Protestants should 
be one I am to teach in my Sunday 
school class. I graduated from North- 
western Schools in 1927 and but re- 
cently heard this idea. 

Is this ‘a view generally held as 
factual and credible by the leaders 
of present-day Baptist churches who 
are true to the faith? 

Would much appreciate a reply soon 
if you can find it possible. Some as- 
pects of this trouble me greatly.—An 
Iowa reader, 

Writers of the history of the Christian 
religion in the main take the position 
that Baptists, as identified by that name, 
may be traced back to the early 1600's 
as one of several groups of independents 
who claimed the right of all Christian 
churches to independent, democratic 
self-government as set forth in the New 
Testament, in contrast to the state 
churches and ecclesiastical systems that 
grew out of the Reformation. 

The assertion that Baptists are not 
Protestants is made by some Baptists in 
an effort to show that those who held 
Baptist principles did hot come out from 
the Church of Rome as did some of the 
other Reformation groups. It is un- 
doubtedly true that, before this time 
and back to early apostolic days, there 
were small groups of believers scattered 
through the Christian world who held 
some of the views now identified by 
the term Baptist. However, it is ex- 


tremely difficult to trace any direct line 
back through these groups or to prove 
that any of them developed into what 
later came to be known as Baptists, The 


, (Continued on page 500) 
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VIl. Things a Christian Should Know 


That he is indwelt by the Holy Spirit 





N THIS article we shall+be thinking 
I of another of the realities with which 

every Christian should be familiar 
in his daily life. It is found in 1 Corin- 
thians 3:16 (A.S.V.), “Know ye not that 
ye are a temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” 

We have already reminded ourselves 
of the fact that we belong to another 
as the result of the redeeming work 
of Christ Jesus, who bought us and made 
us His own. This verse speaks to us of 
the reason He bought us, or the way in 
which He has taken possession of us 
and thereby made us His own for time 
and for eternity. 

When Paul wrote these words he was 
writing to the members of a church 
which was anything but exemplary in 
some things. It was a church that had 
received notable gifts of the Spirit, as 
Paul reminds them in the first chapter, 
but there were also some grievous faults 
of whichhe had to speak. The church 
at Corinth was well known for the quar- 
relsome spirit which characterized it 
for a long time and also for the ter- 
rible immorality of at least a few of its 
members, As the apostle was writing 
to the people there about their failings, 
he sought in the verse just mentioned 
to remind them of a great fact which, 
if they remembered and lived up to, 
would provide the solution to their quar- 
relsomeness and also would be the an- 
swer to the temptations to immorality. 


Set Apart for His Use 

First of all he reminded them that 
they were a temple of God. The Corin- 
thians were all familiar with what was 
meant by a temple, for their city was 
noted for some of the magnificent tem- 
ples which had been erected there and 
in which the pagan deities were wor- 
shiped with elaborate ceremonies. A 
temple is the dwelling place of a god 
or deity and therefore special care was 
taken to see that the. building itself was 
constructed in a way that would impress 
the visitors and the worshipers with the 
greatness and the authority of the deity 
who was supposed to reside there. In 
the nature of the case, whether it was 
large or small, it would be entirely dif- 
ferent in architecture from the surround- 
ing dwellings of the people and usually 
was very ornate and impressive. Paul 
says elsewhere that God “dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands” (Acts 17: 
24), but dwelleth in the hearts of His 
people. That at once indicates some- 


thing of whdt is expected of those in 
whose hearts God sees fit to dwell, If 
it is true that God does dwell in our 
hearts, that in itself should mean that 
‘we are set apart from those who do not 


To many readers of the Times the 
truths that Dr. Soltau has been dis- 
cussing in this series of articles will 
seem very elementary. But it is 
quite possible that there are others 
who have not had these doctrines 
firmly established in their minds and 
who may not be familiar with the 
Scriptures on which they are based. 
Therefore it is hoped that the series 
may be a help to those who are 
young in the Christian life, and that 
the reviewing of these facts may be 
profitable even to more mature Chris- 
tians. The truth of the indwelling 
of the Spirit of God is one that we 
need often to remember, for it is 
the secret of victory and power. 
There will now be an interruption in 
the series for the summer, and it 
will be concluded in the fall. 








know Him and certainly our lives should 
be entirely different from them, in or- 
der that somehow the righteousness, the 
glory, and the beauty and love of God 
may be seen in us, 

In the days of the Old Testament, when 
God dwelt among His people Israe] in 
the magnificent Temple which Solomon 
built, the only way in which men could 
get a glimpse of the glory and the ma- 
jesty of God was by going to that Tem- 
ple and seeing the wonders of its con- 
struction and the glory of the gold with 
which the walls were heavily encrusted, 
For centuries now that Temple has lain 
in ashes and also the one erected by 
Ezra and added to by Herod—that, too, 
has passed away. Since the first coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, God has been 
pleased to dwell in the hearts of those 
who have humbly and gratefully ac- 
cepted His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as their Lord and Saviour. God has 
used them as the instruments by which 
He has revealed His presence and His 
power, and all down through history it 
is through the transformed lives of His 
children that men have been able to 
understand something of the glory and 
the grace and the righteousness and 
power of God. The same thing is true 
today, and the more clearly we realize 
it the more we shall understand the 
responsibility that is resting upon each 
one of us who call ourselves Christians, 
so to live that in and through us He 
may be seen and His presence may be 
revealed to those about us who as yet 
have no true conception of the love and 
the holiness and the righteousness of 
our God. 

The second part of the verse tells us 
how this great truth is brought about, 





_ By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


for Paul says, “Know ye not... that 
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” We 
are a temple of God because of the in- 
dwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is not a vague influence, 
as He is sometimes supposed to be, but 
He is a Person—the Third Person of 
the Trinity. Moreover, as you read the 
Old Testament you will find that He 
was the active agent in the two great 
miracles through which the Bible was 
brought into existence. He was the 
agent in the miracle gf Revelation 
whereby God made known to those men 
whom He had chosen the mysteries of 
His being, His standards or laws, which 
He required of His people, and also His 
purposes for and through them. Many 
of these latter were revealed hundreds 
of years before the time of their ful- 
fillment. The other great miracle was 
that of inspiration, whereby what God 
had revealed to these men was put down 
in writing without error so that it might 
be passed on to future generations and 
be the same source of blessing and sal- 
vation to them that it was to those who 
first received the Word of God. All 
down through the Old Testament we also 
find references made to the coming of 
the Holy Spirit on certain men and 
women for specific purposes and for a 
certain limited time, 


A Change in the Holy Spirit’s Activity 
Whefi we turn to the New Testament, 
from Pentecost on we find a tremen- 
dous change wrought in the activity and 
the work of the Holy Spirit. From that 
time on He comes not to a limited num- 
ber of people for a limited time and to 
enable them to do a specific work, but 
He comes upon all who accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ into their hearts and comes 
to dwell in them and to make real to 
them the person and the work of Christ 
Jesus, All through the New Testament 
we find many references to Him. In fact, 
He is spoken of over two hundred times, 
which reveals the importance of His 
work. He is promised by the Lord 
Jesus as another comforter to comfort 
His people, as the Spirit of truth to 
guide them into~ all the truth, as the 
One who will direct, enable, and 
strengthen them amid all the tempta- 
tions and testings, and in the midst of 
difficulties and persecutions, and lead 
them on to victory; at the same time 
transforming their lives and making 
them over into the glorious likeness of 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
Because He dwells in us, and for that 
reason alone, we are the temple of God. 
That means that as He takes up His resi- 
dence in us He sets us apart, each one, 
for the use and the glory of God Him- 
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self. If we really believed that, think 
what a difference it would make in our 
lives! It would keep us from compro- 
mising with sin, from indulging in those 
habits which are unclean and which we 
know are an offense to God. It would 
spur us on to lives of greater holiness 
and purity so that in us the Lord of 
Glory Himself might be glorified and 
His presence in us might be seen by 
others. It would keep us from being 
content to live on the low plane of do- 
ing what we think best or what we 
want to do, and would enable us so to 
live that whatsoever we do, whether we 
eat or drink, we would do all to the 
glory of God; and in thought, word, and 
deed we would seek to do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If you shquid each day remind your- 
self that you are indeed a temple of 
God and that the Holy Spirit dwelleth 
in you, what a means of blessing it 
would be to you! Remember, however, 
that we can only say this when we have 
had a personal transaction with the Lord 
Jesus Christ by which we have definitely 
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aceepted Him into our hearts and lives. 
Until that has taken place, no one has 
any right to claim this experience and 
to do so would be self-delusion. God is 
a holy God and wherever He dwells He 
demands holiness. If He is dwelling in 
us, He demands that we should live holy 
lives; and in order to make that possible 
He has sent His Holy Spirit to direct 
us and to give us the needed strength 
and grace so to live that in all things 
we shall indeed be to His honor and 
glory and His will shall be fulfilled in 
each one as He has purposed. 

Our God and Father, we praise 
Thee for the gift of Thy Holy Spirit 
and for His presence and ministry 
in the heart of each ome of those 
who is truly Thine. Teach us, we 
pray, daily to recognize this great 
truth and so to live in dependence 
upon and obedience to Him that the 
glory of Thy Son, our Lord, may be 
revealed in us. In His name we 
pray, Amen. 

(To be continued) 


A Program for Independence Sunday 


An opportunity to present Christian patriotism to boys and girls 


ULY brings our great national holi- 

day with an opportunity for the 
Bible school to present the most impor- 
tant need for Christian patriotism. There 
is a deep, religious significance to the 
occasion that should be emphasized, as 
well as considering it an occasign for a 
patriotic celebration. How may we best 
bring this about? Of course there will 
be one or more flags in evidence, and it 
may be that a small flag will be given 
each person as a reminder of the day. 
To the staff will be tied a small card 
on which is written or printed the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag, or a 
suitable verse of Scripture. 

Almost a quarter of a century ago a 
Sunday school superintendent wrote: 
“It has been said that what we want 
to put into our national life we must 
put into the thinking of our children. 
If, therefore, we wish America to be that 
happy nation whose ‘God is Jehovah, 
then we must Wevelop in our children 
the ideals of sélf-control, obedience to 
law, loyalty to the good, the beautiful, 
and the true, love of country and a sense 
of responsibility for her welfare, broth- 
erly love, and above all, love and loy- 
alty to the Heavenly Father, the giver 
of all good gifts.” 

Today, we are so quiz conscious 
through the numerous quiz programs on 
radio and television, that such a quiz 
might well be introduced as a part of 
the opening service. After a brief talk 
on America and its religious background 
and religious liberty, quiz the youngsters 





By ELIZABETH W. SUDLOW 


on some of the evidences we have 
around us that such is the case. We can 
refer to the various prayer groups in 
the Capitol, to the religious programs 


‘that appear on television and the radio, 


to the newspapers which carry a verse 
of Scripture on the editorial page, to 
the “church pages” that carry news and 
announcements of the churches of the 
community, to the Christian Youth 
movement which is spreading across the 
country, and to many, many other evi- 
dences of Christian leadership and of 
Christian recognition. Such a “quiz” 
will be most interesting and helpful, and 
will put the group into the right mood 
for a program something like this: 


Hymn: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies.” 


Leader: Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord, all ye lands. 


Response: Serve the Lord with gladness: 
Come before his presence 
with singing. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we enter into 
Thy gates with thanksgiving and into 
Thy courts with praise. We thank 
Thee for the wonder and the beauty 
of this great land of ours in which 
we live, and for all Thy loving-kind- 
ness and great goodness to us. Amen. 


Song response: “For the Beauty of’ the 
Earth” (first stanza). 

Scripture reading: Psalm 19:1-6, 

Leader: A brief talk about the wonders 

of our land and God’s goodness, 

based upon the hymn, “O Beautiful 
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for Spacious Skies,” remembering 
with gratitude those who have done 
so much to make this nation pos. 
sible, the Pilgrims, the heroes of 
the Revolution and the other wars, 
and the Quakers. “If a nation is 
truly great we must make it so by 
love for God, our nation, and our 
fellow men.” 

Hymn: “I Would Be True.” 

Salute to the Stars and Stripes and sing- 
ing of “America.” 

Salute to the Christian flag and singing 
of “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 

Parades and speeches, flags and ban- 

ners, noise and fun may all be a part 

of the celebration of our nation’s birth- 

day, but it will all mean more if there 

has been some preparation in Sunday 

school as to the great significance of the 

event concerning a nation whose God is 

Jehovah. 

MIAMI, FLA. 
; we 


J. J. D. Hall 
(Continued from second page) 


Mr. Hall was concerned that these 
teachings should be heard in the 
churches. More than anyone else did 
he recruit and train ministers. “The 
[local] church that does not produce a 
man for the ministry should have Icha- 
bod written on its front door, draped 
with crape.” What explains his success 
in this ministry of enlistment? “It is 
the doctrine I preach and the way I live, 
Almost every man I meet is a prospec- 
tive candidate. I deal with him with 
that in view and the success has been 
marvellous.” 


“All this talk of overcrowding in the 
ministry is ridiculous. I never saw a 
Spirit-filled man who was long out of 
work of some kind.” This self-denying 
man, whose expenses were cut to the bone, 
saved enough to establish the J. J. D. 
Hall Memorial Fund to assist Spirit- 
filled believers to attend training schools 
and seminaries, where “the faith will be 
pumped into them and not out of them.” 
They were to be helped but not com- 
pletely financed—probably a wise pre- 
scription. The accumulation of this fund 
cost Mr. Hall great self-denial over many 
years. Beside the twenty millions which 
Mr. Rockefeller is setting aside for the- 
ological training it is but a mite, but 
in the Kingdom of God it is the mite, 
not the million, which is mighty. His 
fund may yet give us a Whitefield or a 
Finney! 

In his earlier days Mr. Hall was super- 
intendent of the Galilee Mission, Phila- 
delphia, for the rescue of drunkards, 
which was started by. the great evan- 
gelical Episcopalian, Dr. Floyd Tomp- 
kins. The number saved, we are told, 
ran into the thousands. When asked 
if these men stood, he said, “Better than 


(Continued on page 498) 
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late Dr. Santiago Cruspero, after 
his conversion, enrolled in the 
Manila Bible Seminary in Manila; 
later went on to the Far Eastern 
University in Manila and received the 
degree of doctor of dentistry. His 
idea was.to combine dental practice 
with service to the Lord. He engaged 
in Gospel Team work, gathered believers 
together, and soon organized the Fel- 
lowship Center Baptist @hurch, becom- 
ing its first pastor, practicing dentistry 
at the same time for the support of his 
family as it grew larger. His leader- 
ship found expression imthe organization 
of the Luzon Association of Baptist 
Churches, now affiliated with the Inter- 
national Council of Christian Churches. 
He is well remembered for his brave 
stand in refusing to co-operate with the 
Japanese in establishing the New Order 
for.a greater East Asia. Every device 
of cajolery and bribery and threat was 
brought to bear upon him and five others 
among the twenty-two religious leaders, 
but in vain. After the war this Filipino 
Baptist layman did a great work in re- 
organizing the churches on the Island 
of Luzon. He became president of the 
Far Eastern Council of Christian 
Churches and otherwise was at the fore- 
front of Christian leadership, when he 
unexpectedly passed to his reward. 


A FILIPINO Christian Leader.—The 


A fulfillment of prophecy is noted (in 
the Bible League Quarterly) by Mr. O. B. 
Wiseman. He gives Isaiah 13: 19-22 mod- 
ified according to recent texts: 

“And Babylon, the choicest of king- 
doms, the most splendid of the Baby- 
lonian Chaldeans’ beauty spots, shall be 
as when God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah. It shall never be inhabited 
hor be dwelt in from generation to gen- 
eration; neither shall the Arab pitch his 
tent there; neither shall the shepherds 
make their fold there. But wild beasts 
shall lie in groups there and their houses 
shall be full of jackals; and ostriches 
shall dwell there and goats stretch them- 
selves out there. Moles shall be in their 
desolated places, and lizards in their 
princely palaces. Her appointed time is 
hear to come and her days will not be 
prolonged.” 

An inscription of Sargon II written 
about the time of the end of Isaiah’s 
ministry (709 B.C.) was discovered last 
year at Nimrud (or Calah). It described 
the desolation into which Babylon had 
fallen: , 

“In the inaccessible tracts, thorn this- 
tle and jungle prevailed over all. Dogs 
and jackals assembled in their recesses 
and bunched togethér in herds like 


Sheep. In this desert country, Atamaeans 
and Suti, tent-dwellers, treacherous 


fugitives, and plundering folk, had 
pitched their dwellings and put a stop 
to any passage across the area. Settle- 
ments .. . had lapsed to ruin. .. . Their 
rich meadows had become like a wilder- 
ness, their cultivated. grounds were be- 
reft of the sweet harvest song, and grain 
was quite cut off” (abridged). 


Good news comes from the former 
Spanish Jesuit, Dr. Padrosa, who fled 
from Spain to Argentina after his con- 
version. For five months he was penni- 
less and sought to earn his living by 
selling preserved fruit, shredded choco- 
late, and blankets. It was a hard ex- 
perience for such a highly trained 
scholar, but he tells us that he never 
knew more inner peace than during 
these months. “I would rather be poor 
than live spiritually unsatisfied in the 
luxury and prestige I left behind.” Now 
he is a valued professor in the Protestant 
seminary in Buenos Aires, happily mar- 
ried, and father of a happy youngster. 
Who would not rejoice to be an ex- 
Jesuit! 

He is counselor to Roman Catholic 
priests of whom there are hundreds in 
these Latin lands, and his advice is be- 
ing taken. As he is a consummate 
speaker, he is much sought for, and 
recently has been on a speaking tour in 
Paraguay. His lectures were interrupted 
by fanatics, but while police protection 
has been necessary, the ex-priest’s audi- 
ences have overflowed every hall in 
which he has spoken. 

Before he had reached seventeen 
years, Dr. Padrosa was a graduate in 
music, and he now teaches piano, organ, 
and, voice to futyre church workers. 
Occasionally he can be persuaded to 
play for an audience, 

He has the ear of the intelligentsia 
here as he had in Spain and is a thor- 
ough Bible evangelical. He is an ac- 
quisition of great value to the Church 
of Christ in South America. 


From the Zurich Church Council’s 
Fast Day Proclamation.—“May the Fast 
Day to which we are earnestly inviting 
our churches be worthily kept! 

“Why have our people, as is so obvi- 
ous, lost the prayer way? It is very 
possible, of course, that this has not 
always been intentional. Nevertheless 
there is today a great army of mothers 
who lay their children to rest without 
praying with them. Most people, in all 
layers of society, no longer speak of God. 
Not even in distressful times do they 
call on Him, to say nothing of thanking 
Him in good times. The Bible is little 
read. No longer are people at home 
in church. By and large we have ceased 
to be a Christian people. 


By ERNEST GORDON 


“The moral results correspond: raw 
manners, broken family life, a weak 
public leadership. How can it be other- 
wise if the foundations are destroyed, 
if belief and piety are mocked? 

“Schemes for world improvement run 
in Swiss blood. We concern ourselves 
with others, as if others would listen 
to us, and as if we had the right to 
direct others. Let us cease playing 
schoolmaster. Let us sweep before our 
own doors. The words of Jeremias 
Gotthelf should be taken to heart, ‘That 
which is to restore the nation must be- 
gin in the family.’ Pestalozzi, too, was 
never tired of hammering on the truth 
that the world, in its endless tendencies 
to dissolution, can only be helped by 
starting again in the home. How would 
it do to adopt new rules from this Fast 
Day on, to make new beginnings in 
family prayers, regular prayer be it un- 
derstood, common prayer with all mem- 
bers of the family gathered? 

“Let us on Fast Day pray that we 
may learn to pray better!” 


The late Joseph Rank was an honor- 
able English Christian. A new Sunday 
school building at Reigate, England, has 
just been dedicated in his honor. He 
was a successful businessman, self-dedi- 
cated to Sunday school work in the last 
generation. At the age of twenty-seven, 
Joseph Rank was converted to Christ 
when singing the refrain, 

Hallelujah ‘tis done, I believe on the Son. 

I am saved by the blood of the crucified One, 

He threw himself at once into Sunday 
school ‘work, building Thornton Hall, 
King’s Hall, and Queen’s Hall in Hull, 
England, as centers for Sunday school 
evangelism. He specialized in tough 
boys and taught them himself. Later 
he built Tooting Mission and was super- 
intendent, with 1,700 boys and girls in 
that great mission Sunday sthool—his 
daughter, later Mrs. Bartlett, ' taking 
charge of the Primary Department of 
300." Living at Reigate, Joseph Rank 
would set out every Sunday morning 
on foot for morning school, taking sand- 
wiches with him for his noon meal. 
Afternoons he spent visiting among the 
unchurched. 

Here’s another instance of English lay 
ministry in our own generation. Coal 
Miner Henry Furnival has worked un- 
derground for fifty-five years, during 
fifty of which he has been a Methodist 
local preacher. In addition, he is Sun- 
day school superintendent and an organ- 
ist at meetings. In the mines he trains 
young miners in mine technique and has 
helped many a young man in the Chris- 
tian way, as well as instructing him to 


blast coal, 
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International Uniform Lesson 


LESSON 1. 


JULY 3. THE PROPHET OF JUDAH’S DECLINE 


Jeremiah 22; 36; 2 Kings 23:31 to 24:7; printed text, Jeremiah 22:1-9, 24, 25 , 


Golden Text.—Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers b 
service without wages, and giveth him not for his work.—Jer. 2 


THe KING JAMES VERSION 

Jer. 22:1 Thus saith the Lorp; Go down to the house of the 
king of Judah, and speak there this word, 

2 And say, Hear the word of the Lorp, O king of Judah, 
that sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy servants, 
and thy people that enter in by these gates: 

3 Thus saith the Lorp; Execute ye judgment’and righteous- 
ness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor: 
and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the father- 
less, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place. 

4 For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in 
by the gates of this house kings. sitting upon the throne of 
David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, 
and his people. \ 

5 But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, 
saith the Lorp, that this house shall become a desolation. 

6 For thus saith the Lorp unto the king’s house of Judah; 
Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet surely 
I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not 
inhabited. 


Bees wrong; that useth his neighbour's 


7 And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one 
with his weapons: and they shall cut down thy. choice cedars, 
and cast them into the fire. 

8 And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall 
say every man to his neighbour, Wherefore hath the Lorp 
done thus unto this great city? 

9 Then they shall answer, Because they rene forsaken the 
covenant of the Lorp their God, and worshipped other gods, 
and.served them. x 


24 As I live, saith the Lorp, though Coniah the son of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right 
hand, yet would I pluck thee thence; ¢ 

25 And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek 
thy life, and into the hand of them whose face thou fearest, 
even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and 
into the hand of the Chaldeans. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. , 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

T IS doubtful if any mortal man has 
I been called upon to exercise such a 

difficult and heartbreaking ministry 
as was Jeremiah. He witnessed the 
rapid disintegration of his country, frdm 
the splendid spiritual recovery and polit- 
ical prosperity under good Josiah, 
through the squalor of iniquity and the 
national decline under the four follow- 
ing kings, to the final humiliation and 
break-up of the kingdom. 

There was no truer patriot in all the 
realm than the Prophet Jeremiah, yet, 
in fulfillment of his God-given task, he 
had to appear as if he favored the en- 
emy. Since the downfall of Judah at 
the hands of Nebuchadnezzar was de- 
creed by God as His judgment upon His 
long-sinning people, Jeremiah called for 
submission to the Chaldeans as the 
means of ensuring the least destruction 
of life and property. Naturally he was 
accused of being an agent of the enemy, 
set upon the downfall of his own people, 
This calumny, with consequent impris- 
onment and intrigues against his life, he 
had to endure while his heart bled for 
the sin and the chastening of his people. 

The Book of Jeremiah is not arranged 
chronologically, but it falls into fairly 
well-defined divisions. The first thirty- 
six chapters consist of various oracles, 
including warnings and promises, with 
only enough historical matter to indicate 
the background of some of the oracles, 
Chapters 37 to 45 are largely historical, 


% % “ % 


telling the story of the last days of the 
kingdom, but the consistent message of 
the prophet rings throughout. Chapters 
46 to 51 contain the oracles against the 
Gentiles, while chapter 52 gives a 
résumé of the final collapse of the 
kingdom, with a notice of the kindly 
treatment accorded Jehoiachin by Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s successor. 

It should be noted that three sons 
(Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, and Zedekiah) 
and one grandson (Jehoiachin) of Josiah 
occupied the throne of Judah, and all 
were bad. That such a good man as 
Josiah should have such consistently bad 


offspring is a puzzle, but we remember . 


that Josiah stands as Judah’s last link 
with the godly tradition of David. 


Verse by Verse 

Jer. 22:1.—“. .. Go down to the house 
of the king of Judah .. .” Verses 10-19 
belong clearly to the days of Jehoiakim, 
and verses 20-30 to the days of Jehoia- 
chin, but we cannot be sure which king 
is addressed in verses 1-9. 


Verse 2—*“, . . Hear the word of the 
Lord, O king .. . and thy servants, and 
thy people .. .” Here is a reminder that 


there had been no changes of dynasty 
in Judah as there had been in Israel. 
The servants and the people are sharers 
of the responsibility to “hear the word 
of the Lord.” R 


Verse 3.—*“. . . Execute ye judgment 
. deliver the spoiled . . . do no vio- 
lence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor 
the widow .. .” The king, as judge of 
the nation, was responsible to see that 
justice was done in the land, giving pro- 


tection to the oppressed, the foreigner, 
the widow, and the orphan. 


Verse 4.—“For if ye do this thing... 
then shall there enter ... kings... 
riding in chariots . . . and his servants, 
and his people.” Compare 17:25. Con- 
tinuity of the house of David in power 
and prosperity is promised if the condi- 
tion of righteousness is met.. “Right- 
eousness exalteth a nation” (Prov. 14: 
34). 

Verse 5.—“But if ye will not hear... 
I swear my myself ... that this house 
shall become a desolation.” Evil brings 
the curse as surely as good brings the 
blessing. Notice God’s oath, and com- 
pare Hebrews 6: 13. 


Verse 6.—“. . . Thou art Gilead ... 
Lebanon . , . I will make thee a wilder- 
ness...” Gilead and Lebanon were the 


choice wooded districts of all Israel, 
from which lumber, especially cedar, 
came for kings’ palaces. The use of 
timbers from those parts indicated great 
prosperity, but the prosperity was to be 
turned to desolation, 

Verse 7.—“‘And I will prepare de- 
stroyers against thee . .. and they shall 
cut down thy choice cedars .. .” The 
reference is to the Chaldeans, who were 
prepared by God as His instrument of 
chastening against His rebellious peo- 
ple. The “cedars” here may refer to 
the timbers built into the magnificent 
palaces, 

Verse 8.—“And many nations . . . shall 
say ... Wherefore hath the Lord done 
thus unto this great city?” The destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem was to be a. wonder 
to the various nations that would cross 
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and recross Palestine on their expedi- 
tions of war and commerce. 

Verse 9.—“. . . Because they have for- 
saken.., the Lord... and worshipped 
other gods...” This is both the opera- 
tion of a moral law, and God’s act of 
judgment. ‘A nation which forsakes God 
has already sown the seeds of disinte- 
gration. 

Verse 24—“. . . though Coniah... 
were the signet upon my right hand, 
yet would I pluck thee thence.” Coniah 
is an abbreviation of Jeconiah, also 
called Jehoiachin. For “were” read “is” 
(or more correctly “be”) and for “would” 
read “will.” This is a highly figurative 
description of Jehoiachin’s exalted posi- 
tion on the throne of David. 

Verse 25.—“And I will give thee... 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar .. .” 
For the fulfillment of this prophecy see 
39: 4-7. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

The end of the kingdom of Judah was 
already in sight. The Lord had repeat- 
edly declared it, and conditions pointing 
to the fulfillment of the dire predictions 
were taking shape. Even human dis- 
cernment could by this time see the 
shape of things to come, though none 
wished to acknowledge it. 

But although the thunders of the storm 
were even now shaking the world, God 
still kept open the way of life to His 
obdurate and rebellious people. In our 
lesson portion the alternative courses are 
laid before them—righteousness, with a 
continuance of the house of David in a 
state of prosperity, or unrighteousness, 
with sure destruction as the result, Not 
till the judgment actually fell did God 
withdraw the opportunity for repent- 
ance with hope of salvation. 

Surely in this we see the long-suffer- 
ing of God toward sinners, “not willing 
that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). 
That should be a lesson to us, not to 
despair of any. So long as the vital 
breath is in a man’s nostrils, he is still 
a proper subject for the sweet offers 
of the Gospel as well as for the solemn 
warnings of God, and we have a respon- 
sibility to set before him the way of life 
and the way of death. 

Another lesson is here, perhaps not so 
easy to grasp. It is the difference be- 
tween God’s commands and God’s de- 
crees. God’s decrees cover all things 
which He determines will come to pass. 
His commands are those things which 
He requires us to do. God had spoken 
His solemn purpose to judge Judah. This 
item in His decree He had made known 
through His prophets. * This, however, 
did not release the kings of Judah from 
their moral responsibility to do right, 
nor did it lay a necessity on them to do 
the evil that would bring judgment. 
No man can justify his evil ways by 
appeal to the decree of God. God did 
indeed determine the death of our Lord 
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Last Week's Lesson 
13. (11) June 26.—God,and the Nations. 
Zephaniah 3 
Next Week's Lesson 


2. July 10.—Habakkuk’s Faith Tested. 
Habakkuk 








Jesus for the salvation of men (Acts 
2:23), but that did not justify those 
who committed the deed. It is what 
God commands that constitutes the rule 
of action for men. God will not hold 
us accountable for His decrees, but He 
will hold us accountable for His com- 
mands. He will look after His own pur- 
poses, whatever we do. In the matter 
of salvation, therefore, it is not any 
man’s affair to inquire whether or not 
he is one of the elect. It is his respon- 
sibility to obey the Gospel, and by doing 
so he shall discover that He belonged 
to Christ by the gift of the Father before 
the world was. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Prosperity the reward of righteous- 
ness (Jer. 22:1-4) 

2. Desolation the end of unrighteousness 
(vs. 5-9) 

3. Judgment upon a wicked king (vs. 
24, 25) 


Topics for Development 

The End of Kings. The chapter of our 
lesson tells of the end of three kings. 
In verses 10-12 we are told that Shallum 
(Jehoahaz), who was taken prisoner to 
Egypt by Pharaoh-Necho, was to die in 
the place of his exile, without ever see- 
ing Judah again. Jehoiakim, who suc- 
ceeded him, was to have a terrible end. 
He was to pass unlamented, and have 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


N HOW many reigns did Jeremiah 

prophesy? 

2. What notable event did Jeremiah 
witness near the beginning of his min- 
istry? 

3. What notable event did Jeremiah 
witness near the end of his ministry? 

4. So far as the Biblical record goes, 
where did Jeremiah end his ministry? 

5. What kings are mentioned by name 
in the chapter of our lesson? 

6. What kings of Judah had their 
names changed by foreign overlords? 

7. What kings of Judah died in exile, 
and where? 

8. What king of Judah had the burial 
of an ass? 

9. How does the curse of Coniah affect 
the doctrine of the virgin birth of 
Christ? 

10. What was the last sight afforded the 
last king of Judah? 


(Answers on page 495) 
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“the burial of an ass, drawn and cast 
forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem” 
(vs, 13-19). How this came to pass we 
do not know. We do know that Nebu- 
chadnezzar had him all bound, ready 
for captivity in Babylon (2 Chron, 36: 
6), but whether he died suddenly, or 
whether the conqueror changed his mind 
and left Jehoiakim to die in Jerusalem, 
we do not know. But it is nowhere 
stated that he was taken to Babylon. 
The third king mentioned (vs. 20-30) 
is Jehoiachin, also called Jeconiah and 
Coniah, the son of Jehoiakim. Of him it 
is said that, so far as the throne is con- 
cerned, he would be counted childless. 
Now it is significant that he was suc- 
ceeded on the throne by his uncle, not 
by a son, and, although he had offspring, 
none*of them sat on the throne. Joseph, 
the husband of Mary the mother of 
Jesus, was a direct descendant of Coniah. 
This means that if Jesus were the son of 
Joseph by natural generation, He could 
not be the Messiah, nor sit on the throne 
of David. That is why we have the 
Lukan genealogy, which traces our 
Lord’s descent from David through an- 
other line which does not touch Coniah. 

Changed Names. Two of the last four 
kings of Judah had their names changed 
by foreign overlords. Pharaoh-Necho of 
Egypt changed Eliakim’s name to Je- 
hoiakim, while Nebuchadnezzar changed 
Mattaniah’s name to Zedekiah (2 Kings 
23:34; 24:17). It was customary for 
vassal kings to be given names related 
to the gods of their conquerors, but in 
these two cases*the foreign kings gave 
their vassals names connected with the 
God of Israel, as if to bind their alle- 
giance. by the name of their own God, 
Jehovah. Jehoiakim means “whom Je- 
hovah’ establishes,” while Zedekiah 
means “the righteousness of Jehovah.” 
But the names were not borne out by 
reality. Jehovah did not establish Je- 
hoiakim, but east him out, while the 
only sense in which Zedekiah revealed 
the righteousness of God was in the 
judgments which came upon him. The 
name of Christ is upon all who believe. 
Is the truth of His name lived out in 
our daily behavior? 


Practical Applications 

Kings and peasants alike are bound 
by the Word of the Lord (Jer. 22:2). 

Kings and people alike prosper by 
righteousness and are destroyed by un- 
righteousness (vs, 3-5). 

God’s most favored ones are exempt 
neither from the obligation to righteous- 
ness nor from the judgment on unright- 
eousness (v. 6). 

The Davidic line of kings may cease 
(v. 30), but God still has a Son of Da- 
vid to sit upon the throne (Luke 1:32). 
Never tremble for the purposes of God. 

Do not set limits on the mercy and 
long-suffering of God which He Himself 
has not set (Jer. 22:3, 4). Call men to 
repentance to the last breath. 
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Golden Text 

Jer. 22:13.—“Woe unto him that build- 
eth his house by unrighteousness, . . 
useth his neighbour’s service without 
wages .. .” Prosperity may seem to 
come easily by fraudulent means, but 
it is of short duration, and, like a house 
of cards, will not stand the violence of 
the tempest. Injustice and oppression 
will inevitably boomerang. 


Etmuurst, IL. 


Ye 
From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccestepD HyMns 
“When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Let Thy 
mercy attend us, Father, as we bring 
our prayers to Thee. Forgive the sins 
that mar our lives and cleanse us from 
all evil desires, unworthy motives, and 
wrong purpose or aim. Make us quick 
to understand and obey Thy Word and 
wise to build all of life on Christ, the 
true foundation. Give the nations rulers 
who will govern justly and wisely, and 
godly leaders in every realm of life. 
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May reverence, faith, and obedience to 
Thee mark our people more and more, 
and spread to all people by the sending 
out of the Gospel to the nations. Re- 
lieve the oppressed and downtrodden of 
our time. Meet the needs of the poor. 
Be merciful to the sick, and comfort 
the sad. Speed the coming of the tri- 
umphant reign of our Lord on earth, 


_and make us of those who now place 


the government of their lives on His 
shoulders. We ask these things with 
thanksgiving for Thy past mercies, in 
our Saviour’s name. Amen. 

After the Lesson—The Golden Text 
today is a warning we all need. It was 
spoken by Jeremiah to King Jehoiakim, 
son of Josiah. He had a passion for 
splendor and was undertaking the build- 
ing of a magnificent palace, but with 
forced, unpaid labor. To him God’s 
prophet said: “Woe unto him that 
buildeth his house by unrighteousness, 
and his chambers by. wrong; that useth 
his neighbour’s service without wages, 
and giveth him not for his work.” 

Why is woe laid up for oppressors? 
Because the laws by which God controls 
history work against selfish and cruel 
people. A true ruler lives for his peo- 
ple. Jehoiakim expected his people to 
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toil and sweat for him as though they 
existed only for his sake. That js always 
the way with the selfish. They forget 
we are to love our neighbor as ourselves 
and do to him as we would have him 
do to us. In time, such selfishness 
catches up with people, and they pay for 
it. Hitler and Mussolini did. They set 
out to build careers of power and glory, 
but built on foundations of unrighteous- 
ness and wrong: and the “woe” of our 
text fell upon them. Communism to- 


THEY BUILD ON WRONG 
WHO SAND 
day plows ruthlessly on with forced 
labor and pitiless oppression of those 
who cannot resist, but in God’s time the 
“woe” of our text will fall upon that 
dictatorship, too. But we also come 
under the same law. If we live in self- 
ish disregard of the rights and needs of 
others; if we forsake truth, fair play, 
and mercy in a selfish effort to get on in 
the world; the woe of this text will 
overtake us, too. Nothing lasting and 
satisfying can ever be built on selfish- 
ness and disobedience to God. 


Cateary, ALTA., CAN, 
w 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Thus saith the Lord; Go down to the 
house of the King .. .” (Jer. 22:1).— 
Jeremiah was evidently prophesying in 
the Temple, which was high upon Mount 
Zion (36:10-12), when he received this 
word to “go down to the house of the 
king,” which was on a lower level on 
the Mount. 

The Lord often sends His servants to 
lower levels than that which they are 
occupying, and it is the part of wisdom 
for us to obey. While Philip was in the 
midst of a very fruitful Gospel cam- 
paign in Samaria, he was told, “Arise, 
and go toward the south unto the way 
that goeth down from Jerusalem unto 
Gaza, which is desert” (Acts 8:26). 

On the other hand, it is the height of 
folly when we of our own volition go 
down, as Jonah did to Joppa, to escape 
doing the will of God (Jonah 1:3). 

While quietly musing on the Scrip- 
tures, a Christian was distinctly im- 
pressed to go down and talk to the 
banker with whom he did business. 
Feeling satisfied that the impression 
came from the Lord, he immediately 
called on the banker. After informing 
him that he had come to speak to him 
about eternal matters, the banker said, 
“T was just wishing you would do that 
very thing!” Needless to say that at 
the conclusion of that visit, the banker 
was rejoicing in the redemption ‘which 
was not purchased with silver or gold, 
but with the “precious blood of Christ.” 


“Thus saith the Lord; Execute ye 
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Lesson for July 3 


judgment [or justice] ,. .” (Jer, 22:3).— 
The king was exhorted as one who sat 
on the throne of David to see to it that 
justice and righteousness were exercised. 
The captive was to be delivered, and 
no violence was to be practiced on the 
stranger, the orphan, or the widow. No 
innocent blood was to be shéd in the 
land. ° 

Surely this was not asking too much 
of a ruler—a descendant of the godly 
King David. He should wholeheart- 
edly have said, “With the help of the 
Lord, that is exactly what shall be done 
in this kingdom; for the true honor of 
a nation is to be found only in deeds 
of justice and in the happiness of its 


people.” Among the “last words of Da-, 


vid” are these, “He that ruleth over 
men must be just, ruling in the fear 
of God” (2 Sam. 23:3). 

“As the cedars of Lebanon are higher 
than the grass of the valley; as the 
heavens are higher than the earth; as 
man is higher than the beasts of the 
field; as the angels are higher than man; 
as he that ruleth his spirit is higher 
than he that taketh a city, so are the 
virtues and victories of justice and peace 
higher than the virtues and victories of 
violence and oppression” (Charles Sum- 
ner). 

“For if ye do this thing... But if 
ye will not .. .” (Jer. 22:4, 5).—The 
issues are explicitly stated. The king 
and his subjects have the power of 
choice. If willing and obedient, there 
shall still enter in by the gates of the 
royal house, kings riding in chariots 
and on horses. Otherwise, “this house 
shall become a desolation.” 

How often the Lord gave people the 
choice of life or death; of blessing or 
cursing! (See Gen. 2:16, 17; Deut. 30:19; 
Josh. 24:15; Jer. 21:8.) 

A person’s eternal weal or woe de- 
pends upon the choice he makes today. 
“He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life: and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him” (John 3:36). 
“He that hath the Son hath life; and 
he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life” (1 John 5:12), 

A king once said to a particular favo- 
rite, “Ask what thou wilt, and I will 
give it unto thee.” He thought, “If I 
ask to be made a general, I shall readily 
obtain it; if for half of the kingdom, he 
will give it to me. I will ask for some- 
thing to which all these things shall 
be added.” So, he said to the king, 
“Give me thy daughter to wife.” This 
made him heir to all the wealth and 
honors of the kingdom. So, choosing 
Christ makes us heirs to all the wealth 
and glory of the Father’s Kingdom. 

“Thbu art Gilead unto me, and the 
head of Lebanon .. .” (Jer. 22:6).—I 
like Matthew Henry’s comment on this 
verse: “Their lot was cast in a’ place 
that was rich and pleasant as Gilead; 
Zion was a stronghold, as stately as 
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Lebanon: this they trusted to as their 
security. But this shall not protect them; 
the country that is now fruitful as 
Gilead shall be made a wilderness, The 
cities that are now strong as Lebanon 
shall be cities not inhabited, and when 
the country, is laid waste, the cities must 
be depopulated. See how easily God’s 
judgments can ruin a nation, and how 
certainly sin will do it.” 

Gilead means “testimony,” or “wit- 
ness” (Gen. 31:47, marg:). The nation 
was to be His witness, as believers are 
today (Acts 1:8). They were to be like 
the snow-capped mountains of Lebanon 
—beautiful and grand. But they failed. 
They forsook the covenant of the Lord 
their God, and worshiped other gods and 
served them. 

“Woe unto him that buildeth his house 
by unrighteousness .. .” (Jer. 22:13).— 
The pre-Christian John Knox, as Dr. 
Ironside calls Jeremiah, goes on—“that 
useth his neighbour's service without 
wages, and giveth him not for his work; 
that saith, I will build me a wide house 
...” These words remind one of James 
5:1-8. They also make us think of the 
millions of slave-laborers in the Iron 
Curtain countries. 

A reckoning day is coming for all 
present-day oppressorgp as it did for the 
king of Judah (Acts 17:31). 

The godly kings of Judah had been 
as signets on God’s right hand, near 
and dear to Him, and Coniah could have 
been as one of them; but he made him- 
self unworthy of such honor by his 
sinfulness; so he went into captivity, and 
died as “a vessel wherein is no pleas- 
ure.” 

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in the quarter just fin- 

ished we have covered approxi- 
mately 370 years of the kingdom of Ju- 
dah’s history, during which time there 
were fifteen kings and one queen upon 
the throne. Notwithstanding God’s holy 
laws and frequent warnings from His 
appointed prophets, the nation contin- 
ually fell away into grossest idolatry, 
for which inevitable punishment was 
prophesied; but God ‘patiently endured 
their backslidings all through this period, 
giving them the opportunity to repent 
and return to the worship of the true 
God and to obey His laws. 

Now, however, the doom of captivity 
has been sealed, and as we enter upon 
this third quarter of lessons, which will 
cover the reign of four more kings in 
a period of only about twenty-three 
years, we will see the consummation of 
God’s judgment upon his disobedient 
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people, fulfilling the oft-repeated warn- 
ing prophecies made through his faith- 
ful servants. 

In the thirteen lessons of this quarter 
we will witness some of the most tragic 
and heartbreaking phases of Jewish his- 
tory, including the invasion of the As- 
syrian hosts, the destruction of cities, 
the sacking of their beloved Jerusalem, 
the robbing and destroying of the Tem- 
ple, and the breaking down of the walls 
of the city. We will see King Zedekiah 
carried away to Babylon in chains by 
Nebuchadnezzar, his conqueror, where 
the captive king will be made to wit- 
ness the slaying of his own sons and 
then he will have his own eyes punched 
out. 

In these lessons we will have the im- 
mortal sayings of some of God’s most 
famous prophets, including Jeremiah, 
Habakkuk, Ezekiel, Daniel, Isaiah, Zech- 
ariah, and Malachi. We will revel in 
the thrilling accounts of the return of 
the captives and the restoration of Jeru- 
salem under the able leadership of Ezra 
and Nehemiah. We will see the mighty 
hand of God working through it all, 
and we will catch a vision of how God's 
promise of the perpetuity of the throne 
of David shall be fulfilled by the coming 
of the King of kings, first in the days of 
Herod, and finally in the days yet ahead 
—maybe sooner than we think. 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


[= Sunday we looked at the short 
prophecy of Zephaniah. Today we 
are going to study Jeremiah, who wrote 
a much longer Book. Jeremiah is one 
of the most interesting prophets, perhaps 
because we know more about him and 
the times in which he lived than most 
of the others. 

Let us read Jeremiah 1:1-3 to find out 
who he was, and at what time in history 
he prophesied. First—who he was. The 
son of Hilkiah the priest, therefore him- 
self of priestly rank. Hilkiah was the 
high priest whom King Josiah sent to 
consult the prophetess Hulda after the 
Book of the Law was found in the Tem- 
ple. As soon as Jeremiah was thirty 
years old he should have had his place 
of service in the Temple, yet we never 
read of this. The priests then in charge 
of the Temple worship did not want to 
hear the Lord’s message, and rejected 
Jeremiah. 

How long did Jeremiah prophesy? 
(From the thirteenth year of Josiah till 
after the carrying away of Jerusalem 
captive.) Right. That was about fifty 
years, and during that period many ex- 
citing things happened. 

Before we talk of that, let us read 
Jeremiah 1:4-9. What, in this prophecy, 
suggests that Jeremiah started to proph- 
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» e@Sy when he was young? (He said to 
’ the Lord, “Iam a child.”) Yes. It would 
seem likely that he was in his teens at 
this time. At any rate Josiah was twen- 
ty-one when Jeremiah uttered his first 
prophecy, and it would seem that Jere- 
miah was younger than Josiah. Notice 
in verse 9 that it was the Lord’s word 
which Jeremiah was to utter. This he 
did faithfully during fifty long years. 
What was happening in Judah at this 
time? Well, when Jeremiah began 
prophesying, King Josiah was going 
about the land of Judah destroying idol 
worship. But in spite of the King’s vig- 
orous reforms, the hearts of most of the 
people were still far from God. So the 
Lord gave Jeremiah the thankless task 
of pointing out to them their sins, and 
warning them of God's coming judgment. 
Did I say “thankless task”? It was, in- 
deed, as far as man is concerned. He 
got nothing but persecution for his ef- 
forts, but wait till that coming day when 
Jeremiah will be rewarded! His reward 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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will be so great that all those who 
served God only halfheartedly will say, 
“If we had realized how wonderful God’s 
rewards would be, we would have spent 
our whole lives trying to get one.” 

Josiah was reigning during the first 
eighteen years of Jeremiah’s ministry. 
What an encouragement the deeds of 
that godly king must have been to the 
young prophet! Read 2 Chronicles 35: 25. 
No doubt Jeremiah mourned the loss 
of a strong supporter when he lamented 
the death of Josiah He may have 
known that none of Josiah’s sons were 
godly. In any case he knew that the 
time of judgment was drawing near for 
Judah. The Prophetess Hulda had said, 
in front of his father Hilkiah, that judg- 
ment would surely come, but not in 
Josiah’s lifetime because his heart was 
tender toward God and he had humbled 
himself before Him. 

Now Josiah was dead. No wonder 
Jeremiah mourned. Following Josiah, 
three bad J’s reigned in turn, and then 
came Z. The nation of Judah was com- 
pletely destroyed during the reign of 
Zedekiah, the last king. But we'll get 
more details about the last days of Ju- 
dah another Sunday, the Lord willing. 
Turn to 2 Chronicles 36:11, 12. So you 
see that one of the reasons Jerusalem 
was destroyed and the people carried 
away to Babylon was the failure of the 
king to humble himself before Jeremiah 
the prophet, speaking from the mouth of 
the Lord. 

Turn to Jeremiah 20 and read the first 
three verses. Pashur was outwardly a 
priest of the Lord, yet because Jeremiah 
prophesied of God’s coming judgment he 
hit him and put him in the stocks to 
sit in misery and public shame for a 
whole day. However, this persecution 
did not stop Jeremiah. 

Read Jeremiah 22:1-9. Here God sent 
Jeremiah to the palace itself to warn 
wicked King Zedekiah. He tells him to 
execute judgment and righteoushess, to 
deliver those who are oppressed, to do 
no wrong, to do no violence to the help- 
less, and to shed no innocent blood. In 
verse 4 the Lord promises Zedekiah that 
if he will dd these things, his line of 
kings will be continued after him. If 
even then he had repented and obeyed 
the Lord, the captivity would at least 
have been postponed. But he did not, 
so the Lord made his palace a desola- 
tion just as Jeremiah prophesied. Read 
verse 13, our Golden Text, for more 
details of the sins of Judah. These same 
sins are prevalent today. I know people 
who have prospered by unrighteous 
means, such as trying to get out of pay- 
ing their lawful debts. Well, God has 
pronounced woe upon all such. 

Now read verses 24, 25. This Coniah 
is another name for Jehoiachin, a bad 
grandson of Josiah, who reigned three 
months, and then was carried away cap- 
tive by Nebuchadnezzar. Jeremiah saw 
this prophecy fulfilled also. In fact, he 
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saw more of his prophecies-fulfilled than 
any other prophet. Knowing that he 
was speaking the word of the Lord at 
the commandment of the Lord strength- 
ened Jeremiah to continue in spite of 
severe persecution, and in the face of 
great political upheavals. 

Once the prophet was put into a dun- 
geon so deep and muddy that it took 
thirty men to get him out again! But 
in spite of everything he still gave out 
the word of the Lord. Jeremiah suf- 
fered a good deal for his faithfulness 
to God but nothing to the sufferings of 
hell. Those who will be consigned to 
hell will wish that they had lived for 
God, as Jeremiah did, in spite of all the 
rersecution he endured. And no doubt 
there will be many in Heaven who will 
wish that they had lived for God as 
faithfully as did Jeremiah. When we 
get to Heaven we will realize that the 
one thing that mattered on this earth 
was how faithfully we served and obeyed 
our Lord. Let us pray that we may 
realize this now while we still have the 
opportunity to do it, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Prophet Who Could Not Be Silenced 
(Jer. 36:4, 20-23, 27, 28, 32) 

HO can find the Book of Zephaniah 

first? What kind of man was he? 
What is a prophet? What king did he 
help do right? Do you remember any 
sad thing he said and wrote? any happy 
thing? 

God had another prophet who helped 
King Josiah turn the people back to God. 
Find his name in Jeremiah 1:1, 2. What 
would his regular work be? (A priest.) 
But God told him that before he was born 
He had planned for him to be a prophet. 
That looked like too big a job to Jere- 
miah, and he said: “Ah, Lord God! 
. . . I cannot speak: for I am a child.” 
But the Lord said: “Don’t say that. 
You will go to all I send you and say 
what I tell you. Don’t be afraid of 
them. I will be with you to keep you 
safe.” Then the Lord touched Jeremiah’s 
mouth and said, “I have put My words 
in your month.” 

After good King Josiah died, the peo- 
ple chose one of his sons to be king. 
But he was bad, and brought the idols 


back. He lasted only three months. The © 


king of Egypt made him prisoner and 
carried him off in chains. Son Number 
Two was bad, too. He was not a fair 
judge between his people in their quar- 
rels, He cheated people. He made his 
men work hard to build him a beauti- 
ful palace but did not pay them. He 
killed those who did not please him. 
Brave Jeremiah took God’s messages of 
warning to him. If he would not do 
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Lesson for July 3 


right like his good father, he would 
be dead, thrown out like a dead donkey, 
and nobody would weep over him (Jer. 
22:13-19). But the king and his people 
did not change. 

In the fourth year that Jehoiakim 
was king, God told Jeremiah to write 
all the messages He had given him about 
the people since he began speaking for 
God back in Josiah’s time. Perhaps they 
would hear all the things, and stop their 
bad ways, so God could forgive them. 
What kind of book do you think he wrote 
in? He did not write it himself, nor 
use a typewriter; he did not have a 
printing machine. How, then, did he 
get it written? (Jer. 36:4.) 

Nebuchadnezzar’s army from Babylon 


‘ was threatening the country. , The peo- 


ple had a day of fasting and prayer in 
the Temple. Jeremiah sent Baruch to 
read the book to the people. One of 
the men who heard it was excited. He 
went to the king’s palace where the 
princes -were having a conference, and 
told them what Baruch had read. They 
called Baruch to read it to them. Then 
they were excited, too. “We must tell 
the king!” They told Baruch that he 
and Jeremiah should go and hide. I 
guess they knew how the king would 
like that book! One of the men read 
the book to the king. No, he didn’t like 
it! He cut it into pieces as it was read, 
and threw it into the fire burning near 
him. That was the end of that! 

But that wasn’t the end of that! God 
had Jeremiah write the book over again, 
and add more to it! The country was 
conquered and Jehoiakim was taken 
away, his hands in chains! “The word 
of our God shall stand for ever” (Isa. 
40:8, Memory Verse). A king couldn't 
stop it. People nowadays who do not 
believe it cannot stop it. 

The teacher might have placed on a 
bulletin board before class a sheet of 
typewriter paper cut in the form of an 
open Bible with the edges of the cover 
colored black, and edges of pages red 
or yellow, with the Memory Verse and 
the reference printed on it. The class 
may plan to prepare the Memory Verse 
or Golden Text each week to go in its 
place. Each pupil may be a Baruch and 
print the Golden Text for this lesson. 
A house may be drawn opposite the ref- 
erence. Choose a neat one to go on the 
bulletin board. The others may be 
posted up at home. What about cheat- 
ing on school papers, or making younger 
children do work for you? 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


) WAS just this time of year. Beth 
was visiting her friend whose really 
true name was Dolly. Such fun as the 
two girls—who were just your age—had! 
The day before the Fourth of July, Beth 
received a letter. It was from her dear 
mother. It read: “Dear little girl, I 
hope you are having a good time. Be 
sure to obey Dolly’s mother. And be 
extra special careful tomorrow. Let 
Dolly’s parents light your firecrackers 
for you. You can have lots of fun watch- 
ing the firecrackers explode. If you try 
to set them off yourself, you might burn 
your dress. Or, even worse, you might 
burn yourself. Don’t forgét! Don’t play 
with matches or with firecrackers—not 
even the tiny little ones. Daddy and I 
love you very much. We both send 
kisses. Mother.” 

Don’t play with firecrackers! And to- 
morrow was the Fourth of July!: Beth 
could have cried! Dolly’s mother had 
not seen her read the letter. So she 
got a pair of scissors and cut the letter 
in little pieces. Then, when she was 
sure no one was looking, she went to 
the coal stove in the kitchen, lifted the 
lid, and dumped every tiny piece of 
Mother’s letter into the fire. And she 
watched it burn until there wasn’t even 
an ash left. 

On Fourth of July morning, Dolly and 
Beth were up almost as soon as it was 
light. Because it was a special holiday 
they both put on their good dresses. 
Not their best Sunday dresses, but their 
next-to-best dresses. They hurried down 
to the kitchen, got some matches and 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 491) 

1. Five: Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, 
Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah, 

2. Josiah’s great Passover (see Jer. 1:2; 
2 Chron. 35:19). 

3. The destruction of Jerusalem and 
the Babylonian captivity. 

4. In Egypt (Jer. 44). 


5. Shallum (Jehoahaz), Jehoiakim, and 
Coniah (Jehoiachin). See verses 11, 18, 


24. 

6. Eliakim (changed to Jehoiakim), 
and Mattaniah (changed to Zedekiah). 
7. Jehoahaz (in Egypt), Jehoiachin 


and Zedekiah (in Babylon). 

8. Jehoiakim (v. 19). 

9. The curse bars any son of Coniah 
from sitting on the throne of David (v. 
30). Joseph the “father” of Jesus was 
a son of Coniah (Matt. 1:11, 12), so if 
Jesus were begotten by Joseph, He could 
not claim the throne of David. 

10. The death of his sons (Jer. 39:6, 7). 

ELMHuRST, ILL. 
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their bags of firecrackers, (They lived 
in a town where it was not against the 
law to have them.) They rushed out 
through the front door and down on the 
lawn. They unraveled their strings of 
tiny firecrackers, and started setting 
them off. Pop! Bang! Crack! Pfft! 
(Once in a while one didn’t go. off. It 
just went pfft!) 

The girls were having lots of fun. 
So were all the other children in the 
neighborhood, though Beth noticed that 
most of the children her size were only 
watching. Their parents were setting 
off their firecrackers. But Beth was 


having fun. And besides—how would 
her mother ever know? She was far 
away. 


All of a sudden something happened. 
Beth could never tell what. But one of 
the firecrackers exploded right in her 
hand! Ow! It hurt. It burned! And 
Beth ran crying into the house. Dolly’s 
mother got aut the salve and bandaged 
the poor sore hand. But that didn’t 
stop the hurt. Little Beth really suf- 
fered. And for the rest of that day she 
just watched while others played. All 
of a sudden, while she was sitting on 
the steps she noticed a terrible thing! 
Her pretty red-white-and-blue checked 
dress—her next-to-the-best-one—was full 
of little tiny holes. She knew at once 
what had happened. Little sparks had 
burned their way right through the 
dress; Mother would know all about 
everything. Beth—though she is grown 
up now—never forgot that awful Fourth 
of July. 

In the long, long ago God spoke to a 
man ‘who loved Him. His name was 
Jeremiah. God told Jeremiah that he 
was to write a letter to the people of 
God. God’s people were sinning and 
displeasing their Heavenly Father. So 
He wanted to warn them that they would 
have to forsake their evil ways or that 
they would be punished. 

Jeremiah was in prison—not because 
he had done anything wrong, but be- 
cause he was suffering because the peo- 
ple hated God and hated those who 
loved Him. But God’s man, Jeremiah, 
called for another man to come write 
down the words that God gave to him. 
So the man got a roll of skins (for that 
is what they used to write on in those 
days) and wrote the words which God 
wanted to speak to the people, warning 
them to stop their sinful practices. God 
warned that if His people did not turn 
from their sins and seek His forgiveness, 
they would be terribly punished. 

Jeremiah sent the message to the 
princes. When they heard it, they were 
afraid. They hurried to King Jehoiakim 
and told him what Jeremiah had caused 
to be written. King Jehoiakim listened 
to the princes and then demanded that 
they get the rolls that contained God's 
message—the message that Jeremiah had 
received. They brought it to him. He 
was sitting in his house and it was 
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cold. The fire was burning in the fire- 
place. He commanded that the roll be 
read to him. But when he heard that 
he and his people would be punished be- 
cause of their sin, he was displeased. 
So that proud and wicked king took a 
penknife and cut God’s message into 
tiny pieces and threw it into the fire! 
He thought he could get rid of God’s 
message by burning it. But could he? 
Indeed he did not. God caused the mes- 
sage to be written again. And because 
King Jehoiakim had treated God’s mes- 
sage so terribly, God promised even 
more severe punishment for King Jehoia- 
kim than he had previously promised. 
No one then—no one today—can treat 
God’s Word lightly or with scorn. His 
Word is to be read, to be heeded, to be 
obeyed. Are you studying and obeying 
the Word of God? 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Leveling Up.—Woe unto him that 

buildeth his house by unrighteousness, 
and his chambers by wrong; that useth 
his neighbour’s service without wages, 
and giveth him not for his work (Jer. 
22:13, Golden Text). After watching 
the steel-riggers bolt and weld the steel 
superstructure of a large building, I 
thought their work was about finished. 
But they next took their levels and, 
using stout steel ropes, they “leveled it 
up.” Perhaps the eye would have said 
the frames were perpendicular and the 
cross-members horizontal, but not until 
their levels said so were they Satisfied. 
It is not less urgent with life that our 
thoughts, our motives, our deeds be 
squared over against the standards 
which Christ the Master-Builder gave us, 
—Adapted from the Christian Herald. 
Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


A Conscience-Stricken Monk.—Thus 
saith the Lord; Go... and speak there 
this word (Jer. 22:1). Some time ago my 
brother and his wife entertained a man 
who had been a Roman Catholic monk. I 
was visiting in the home at the time 
and heard the ex-monk tell his story. 
Although he was a teetotaler, he was 
given charge of the wine cellar in the 
monastery. His work was so abhorrent 
to him he became conscience-stricken 
and saw himself a terrible sinner in 
God’s sight. Somehow he secured a 
Bible and, through it, found the Saviour. 
He was so happy in his new-found joy 
that he felt he should be telling others 
of the Saviour. There was no oppor- 
tunity for doing so in the wine cellar, 
so he decided to break away from it 
and from the monastery. He succeeded 
in getting out, but when he reflected on 


. everyone knows. 
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the power of the system he had run 
away from, and the greatness of the 
work to which he felt called, he trem- 
bled at his own weakness. He threw 
himself upon the Lord for guidance. He 
opened his Bible at the first chapter of 
Jeremiah and felt it was written for his 
special benefit. Courage mounted with 
danger; the Lord put His words in the 
man’s mouth and he went everywhere 
“preaching the word of the Lord” with 
much blessing—From Tom M. Olson, 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Why Some Do Not Hear God’s Voice. 
—Hear the word of the Lord (Jer. 22:2). 
On entering a mill the noise of the 
machinery stunned and bewildered me. 
The owner ofthe mill explained the 
various processes as we walked along, 
but it was a dumb show to me. I heard 
nothing. Suppose when I came out I 
had been asked whether the gentleman 
spoke to me at that time and I had re- 
plied, No. Would it have been true? 
Certainly not. He spoke, but I did not 
hear. His voice was drowned in the 
surrounding noise. So it is with thou- 
sands of those around us. God speaks, 
but His voice is drowned in the hubbub 
by which they are surrounded. -They 
are awakened in ‘the morning by the 
postman, and before they have time for 
a thought about God or eternity, the 
noise of their own mill is all around 
them. The morning paper arrives and 
the roar of the world is added: to the 
sound that already exists and henceforth 
it is whirl and excitement till evening. 
“To day if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts.’"—From Charles Gar- 
rett. Sent by Nena T. Dickerson, Chilli- 
cothe, Ill. Prize illustration. 


Television’s Mass Murders.—Thus saith 
the Lord; Execute ye judgment and 
righteousness, and deliver the spoiled 
out of the hand of the oppressor: and 
do no wrong, do no violence to the 
stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, 
neither shed innocent blood in this place 
(Jer. 22:3). In one week in January tens 
of millions of people, among them mil- 
lions of children, saw a man killed with 
a monkey wrench while he was sleep- 
ing; a woman tied to a chair, tortured, 
and finally slain with a carving knife; 
two actresses sliced to death with razors; 
four gangsters shot down in a colum- 
nist’s living room; a bartender slain 
in his own saloon; a small boy killed 
by a hit-and-run driver; two teen-agers 
beaten to a pulp; a woman, scdntily clad, 
mauled in her home by intruders; and 
an engraver shot through his hands. All 
this slaughter and assault took place on 
television; yes, all in one week. The 
entrance of TV into the family life of 
America presents serious problems, as 
Even offerings that 
are not immoral can be utter trash. 
Christians who feed their minds almost 
exclusively on material of this nature 
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are not going to grow spiritually. “What- 
soever things aré true ... honest... 
lovely .. . of good report . . . think on 
these things” (Phil. 4:8). It is not easy 
to think on them when the mind is sat- 
urated with television’s attractions.— 
From Militant Truth. Sent by Mrs. Clar- 
ence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


A Man-Made Wilderness.—Thou art 
Gilead unto me, and the head of Leba- 
non: yet surely I will’ make thee a 
wilderness (Jer. 22:6). In California, 
along the Sacramento River, there is a 
beautiful section of country. Suddenly 
one comes into a section where for miles 
the hills and mountainsides are as bare 
of trees as a desert. There are prac- 
tically no signs of life; only in some places 
poison-oak—only a poison thing could 
live here. Here is the reason for the deso- 
lation: Years ago two great smelters were 
busy in this region, caring for the cop- 
per and other ores that needed their 
attention. The fumes from these smelters 
spread far and wide with the shifting 
winds. Trees and vegetation were 
blighted, blackened, and decayed, until 
it seemed that no growing thing could 
live. Farmers protested, for the fumes 
were reaching out into the fertile valley 
sections, and crops were being ruined. 
Finally the smelters were closed; but the 
devastation of a great and beautiful 
piece of Sacramento Canyon scenery has 
remained until this day. No new trees 
or useful shrubs are seen struggling into 
life in this awful desert. The very soil 
is evidently poisoned.—From quarterly 
of the Union Gospel Press. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


The Western Idol.—And worshipped 
other gods, and served them (Jer. 22:9), 
Said a Chinese Christian: “In the city 
of Foochow they bring out great images 
and parade them along the streets. In 
Western lands people have gotten rid 
of all this nonsense, but they have not 
gotten rid of the idol in their hearts.” 
“What a man loves, that is his god,” 
wrote Luther. On his return after a 
journey through Europe, Li Hung Chang 
declared: “The European. god is not so 
large as the Chinese; it is small, so small 
that one can take it in the hand, it is 
round, made of silver and gold, bears 
weapons and inscriptions, and is called 
money.” — From _ Tarbell’s Teacher's 
Guide. Sent by the Rev. Guru Manickam, 
Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


In What Do You Trust?—As I live, 
saith the Lord, though Coniah the son 
of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the 
signet upon my right hand, yet would I 
pluck thee thence (Jer. 22:24). “Madame, 
how is it with your soul?” inquired a 
_British nobleman of Madame Cherkoff 
of Russia. “Sir,” replied the indignant 
countess, “that is a matter between my 
father-confessor and God.” Was she not 
a mermber of the Greek Orthodox 
Church? Had she not paid large sums 
of money for its upkeep? Did she not 
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Lesson for July 3 


believe and practice all of its doctrines? 
Was she not faithful in her attendance 
at its services? Why, then, should she 
worry? It was no concern, of hers; it 
was up to the church to get her through. 
You, too, my friend, may be trusting 
your church membership. But I want 
to tell you that religion cannot. save, 
only Jesus Christ can do that.—From Dr. 
Oswald J. Smith, in Good News Broad- 
caster. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. 
ve 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








The Story of Jesus. By Edmund Fil- 
mer, (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIL., 
$2.95.) Grouped under fourteen head- 
ings, forty-five stories, and thirty-two 
original paintings in full color tell the 
story of the Lord Jesus in a consecutive 
narrative in which the main events of 
His life are recorded in their true his- 
torical order. The stories are told inter- 
estingly and in a simple, clear style that 
make them ideal for reading aloud to 
the younger children, and they also may 
be easily understood by children who 
read for themselves. Every picture is 
a real work of art in which the charac- 
ters stand out in an unusual way, mak- 
ing them appear almost like colored 
photographs. There are plans of the 
Temple and the Garden Tomb, and maps 
of Jerusalem and Palestine. At the end 
of the book is a complete list of the 
Bible references upon which each story 
is based. This is a Bible story book that 
might be used also in connection with 
family devotions, 


Speaking for the Master. By Batsell 
Barrett Baxter. (The Macmillan Co., 
New York 11; $2.50.) To help the “aver- 
age Christian” be a better public speaker, 
the author has written sixteen chapters 
with helpful suggestions, exercises, and 
bibliography. While the book may be used 
by an individual in private study, it seems 
better adapted for use in a class. It 
deals with stage fright, Bible reading, 
prayer, making announcements, and the 
like. The writer speaks with a sense 
of urgency, and concludes with a chap- 
ter that presents to men the need of 
“full-time service.” 


A Biography of John Sung. By Leslie 
(China Inland Mission, 237 W. 
School Lane, Philadelphia 44; $1.50.) Dr. 
Sung was an amazing man. His short 
life of forty-three years (1901-1944) was 
filled with the study and the preaching 
of the Word. He was brilliant, carrying 
off some of the first honors in American 
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colleges and universities, having a ter- 
rific battle with modern skepticism and 
yet, finally, by the grace of God, over- 
coming it, and thus being better fitted to 
deal with intellectual unbelievers. 


Mr. Lyall of the China Inland Mission 
tells Dr. Sung’s thrilling story in a thor- 
oughly interesting way, with many ex- 
amples of the power of God in the 
evangelist’s personal and public witness. 
This biography will challenge any sin- 
cere Christian worker, and stimulate 
him to more effective service. It is in 
that class of books which one does not 
want to lay down after he has started 
them, 


Children at Home 


Ill. The Story in Chisena’s Book 
By Marjorie A. Clark 


HISENA was glad when vacation 

was Over and he could go to school. 
Now he had a book of his very own 
which the kind white lady had made for 
him, and perhaps she would help him 
read it. He had been trying and trying 
by himself, but it was very hard. Some- 
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Scofield &. We have the new loase- 
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styles to choose from. 
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Cape Cod Christian Conference 
Eighth Season, July 10 to August 26, 1955 


Speakers: Bennett, Mercer, Evans, Neuberg, Welsh, 
Huber, Jackson. 


Board and room — $25 to $45 weekly. Good home 
cooked food, with ocean specialties, served family style. 
Accessible to golf course, fresh and salt water bathing, 
deep sea fishing. A small conference aria. a at fu- 
ture. For folder write: Chaplain * Willard, 
Forestdale, Mass. Tel. GArden (Ouarviiie)e-anan 





When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 


a 














LITTLE BOOK 


which tells how you may obtain \ 
; a guaranteed lifetime income 
through sharing in a great Christian work 


Learn more about a remarkable Retirement Plan (operat- 
ing over 100 years) that enables you to provide generously 
for your future and that of your survivor—at the same time 
be a benefactor of mankind, by helping & great Christian 
Cause. Interest rates as high as 7% depending upon your 
age. For details, write today for Booklet $301 AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Ye 
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Detroit Bible institute 


STANDARD 3-YEAR BIBLE INSTITUTE 
COURSES with majors in Bible, Christian Edu- 
cation, Missions, and Music. 


STANDARD 5S-YEAR BIBLE-THEOLOGY 
COURSE with important liberal arts subjects. 


Write for Catalog. 


‘Modern building. Excellent location. Well equipped faculty, 
Sound Bible teaching. Deep spiritual fellowship, 


Roy L. Aldrich, Th.D., President 
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HOLIDAY 
IN HAWAII 


- * 


Can you go to Hawaii Sep- 
tember 7 to October 1? An ex- 
cellent tour has been arranged 
by the Northern Pacific Rail- 
way Company, with round-trip 
accommodations. on the SS. 
LURLINE, and an ideal pro- 
gram in the Hawaiian Islands. 
It is a Christian group of adults, 
composed chiefly of “alumni” 
from successful Alaskan cruise 
parties, which have been con- 
ducted for many years by North- 
ern Pacific. 

You are invited to send for 
our free, illustrated travel folder 
“Hawaii.” Then, if the trip 
appeals to you, your enrollment 
will be welcomed. You will 
find the Hawaiian trip a delight- 
ful and memorable experience. 

Please address: M. M. Good- 
sill, General Passenger Agent, 
Northern Pacific Railway Co., 
St. Paul 1, Minn. 





























THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 





DADDY, WAS IT THE STORK? 


How would YOU answer? THE CHRIS- 
TIAN PARENT, magazine gives profes- 
sional Christian guidance on sex-training 
and.other areas of family living. Dail 
Bible-based devotions for families wit 
children. Monthly. $3 year. Sample free. 


The Christian Parent Box SS Highland, Ill. 








A Chemist and His Bible 
By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. . 

Now in its third edition, bringing it up to 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 
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times he cried because he couldn’t un- 


‘derstand, and sometimes he tried so hard 


he fell asleep. 

As soon as the school was over he 
went to find the white lady. She had 
been helping sick people all morning, 
but she was waiting for him in the little 
white room. 

They looked at the first picture, and 
Chisena tried to read. Because he was 
a deaf little black boy he couldn't hear 
the squeaky sounds he was making, but 
the white lady understood. The begin- 
ning of the book told about God making 
the things in the world. Afterwards 
they went out-of-doors to look at the 
things God had made. 

“Nzambi [God],” Chisena said, talking 
with his hands, “is a great Person who 
lives in the sky. He made everything.” 

How could he show- how God made 
man? Then Chisena thought of the 
women molding clay to make pots. He 
ran to find a little lump of clay and 
tried to mold a figure, 

“God made man, molding with His 
hands like a woman makes a pot,” he 
said, and the white lady smiled. 

Another page in Chisena’s book showed 
about sin. There were children fighting, 
and stealing, and hitting a dog with a 
stick; there were men and women bow- 
ing down to forked sticks called fetishes. 
The very last picture showed what would 
happen to these bad people, a fire was 
burning all around their village and 
there was only one place of safety for 
them. 

Chisena looked at that page for a long 
time. He read the words: “All who 
hide in the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, 
will be saved.” What could that mean? 

The white lady was standing up. What 
was she going todo? Oh, now he knew— 
she was going to play a game to act out 
the story. She looked about her in 
fright, pretending a big fire was coming. 
Chisena joined in the game. .They could 
feel the heat.and smell the smoke. It 
was coming closer! Where could they 
go? 

The white lady was holding out her 
arms, Chisena hesitated a moment and 
then he ran to her, and she clasped him 
in her arms, shielding him from the 
great fire. 

Now he understood. The lady was 
telling him that the Lord Jesus would 
shield him from the fire of God’s anger 
because of his sin. 

After that Chisena called God “The 
Great Potter,” and the Lord Jesus he 
called “The Loving One Who Shields 
From Danger in His arms.” 


Courtenay, B. C., Can, 
ve 


J. J. D. Hall 
(Continued from page 488) 


they do in the churches,” and went on 
to excoriate the smoking at parish din- 
ners. “Drunkards go back to drinking 
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unless they abandon tobatco also,” and 
he gave harrowing illustrations of con- 
verts sent to a church, who lapsed be- 
cause of this stumblingblock. “I had 
to seek them out again and get them 
on their knees and start all over again. 
Not a single soul in either church came 
to look up these men and attempt to 
bring them back to God.” 

It was doubtless this contact with 
these pitiful alcoholic wrecks which 
made of him an unequaled hater of the 
liquor business. This testimony was in- 
deed needed in his church. He was 
buried from St. Bartholomew’s, New 
York, with a service worthy of the old 
saint and warrior. Within a year, from 
the same church, was borne out the 
body of very rich Seton Porter, boot- 
legger of the twenties (National Dis- 
tillers sold hypocritical “medicinal 
liquor”) and long president of that gi- 
gantic whiskey firm. How dare a church 
face God with such doings? 

Let me quote what the. French Min- 
ister of Public Health, M. André Mon- 
teil, said in a speech before the National 
Assembly, Paris, on the second of De- 
cember, 1954: 

“There are many ways of murdering 
men. One who murders on the street 
corner at least runs the risk of the guil- 
lotine. Distillers of poison, if not in 
danger of man’s justice, should be as- 
sured of our contempt and will receive 
the judgment of God.” 

What an appropriate epitaph for a 
distiller’s gravestone! 

One is sorry to close on this note, but 
it is just what J. J. D. Hall would have 
done! 

ve 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


Sunday, July 3 


2. Our Nation and Latin Neighbors 
(Psa. 86:9, 10; Acts 16:6-10) 


S WE saw last week when we con- 

sidered ‘the relationships between 
the United States and Canada, three 
principal aspects should be kept in view 
in any discussion of the neighborliness 
of the United States toward any other 
nation—political, personal, and Chris- 
tian. The first, as we saw last week, 
is beyond the power of Christian young 
people to improve, except as oppor- 
tunity comes to vote for législators and 
government officials of such a characte 
and disposition as will make for better 
relationships. Our personal abilities t0 
promote better relationships with Latin 
America will in a large measure be 
limited to opportunities that we may 
have of visiting Latin American coun 
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tries or entertaining nationals from 
those countries, 
ye 

As Christian young people, however, 
we have a very definite opportunity and 
responsibility to do something for our 
Latin American neighbors. First of all 
we can make it our business to become 
well informed as to the spiritual needs 
in Latin America, and as to what efforts 
are being made to meet these needs. 
You cannot pray intelligently until you 
are informed, neither can you give satis- 
factorily, or be guided to go, until you 
learn what are the needs and what you 
can do to meet them. ; 

Your pastor can help you learn what 
your particular denomination and church 
are doing in the way of missionary ef- 
fort in Latin American lands. You can 
also write for information to some of 
such independent organizations as: 

Association of Baptists for World Evange- 
lism, Inc., 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2. 

Bolivian Indian Mission, 508 Central Ave- 
hue, Plainfield, N. J. 

The Central American Mission, 3611 Con- 


fess Avenue, Dallas 19. 


Evangelical Union of South America, 78 W. 
Hudson Avenue, Englewood, N. J 
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Gospel Missionary Union, Inc., 1841 E. 7th 
Street, Kansas City 24, Mo. 

The Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions, 246 W. Walnut Lane, Phila- 
delphia 44. 

Latin America Mission, Inc., 
Ridgefield Park, N. J. 

Latin American Prayer Fellowship, P.O. Box 
323M, Pasadena 17, Calif. ‘ 

Mexican Indian Mission, 
St., Philadelphia 7. 

The Orinoco River Mission, Inc., 30 N. Ray- 
mond Ave., Pasadena 1, Calif. 

South America Indian Mission, Inc., 1404 For- 
sythe St., West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Unevangelized Fields ee | Inc., P.O. 
Box 306, Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. 

West Indies Mission, Route’ 1, Homer City, 
Pa. 

Woman’s Union Missionary Society of 


America, 45 Astor Place, Room 316, New York 
3. 


Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
Glendale 5, Calif. 
Se 


In thinking about the spiritual needs 
of Latin American lands it is well to 
remember the striking contrast between 
their colonization by Europeans and the 
colonization of North America. In the 
main the early Anglo-Saxon colonists 
who came to North America came seek- 
ing freedom to worship God, to estab- 
lish new homes and communities, and 
to settle down and till the ground and 
develop the country. The Portuguese 
and the Spaniards who were largely re- 
sponsible for the colonization of the 
Latin American countries came as single 
men, seeking gold and conquest. The 
Incas and Aztecs they encountered were, 
in a large measure civilized, peaceful 
people whom the conquerors reduced to 
slavery and with whom they freely in- 
termarried. The Roman Catholic Church 
came along with the conquerors and set 
up and enforced religious domination. 
Many of the pagan customs and rites 
were taken over by the church in its 
“Christianizing” efforts. Thousands of 
the natives were swept into the church 
without any conception of the true Gos- 
pel. Today many of the people in Latin 
American lands are of mixed blood, 
pure blood Indian races existing only 
in outlying or mountainous regions. 

, One by one the countries in Latin 
America have thrown off the yoke of 
Spain and Portugal and have become 
republics. But in many of these the 
Church of Rome still wields a dominant 
political force, endeavoring to stifle any 
missionary effort to reach the people 
with the Gospel. In some countries re- 
ligious liberty has been proclaimed, but 
Rome has never ceased in her efforts 
to maintain control or to regairt it where 
it has been overthrown. Only recently 
in Guatemala in spite of a constitutional 
proclamation of religious liberty that is 
awaiting ratification, Rome is making 
every effort to prevent the passage of the 
proposed change. In some of the Latin 
American lands even today men and 
women are being stoned and beaten and 
killed by mobs incited by priests be- 
cause of the preaching of the Gospel. 


161 Park St, 


Inc,, 325 N. 13th 


Ine., Box 870, 
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Although heroic efforts are being pur- 
sued by such groups as the Wycliffe 
Translators and others to give the In- 
dian pdpulations the Scriptures in their 
own tongues, there are still thousands 
of Indians who have not heard that 
Christ died for them. 

While our government makes “good 
neighbor” gestures in Latin American 
lands in the way of grants and invest- 
ments and exchange of teachers and 
technicians, will Christians sit unmoved 
while thousands of our neighbors go into 
eternity without Christ and without 
hope? What will be your response to 
the needs of our Latin American neigh- 
bors for whom Christ died? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





A NEW SACRED RECORD 
45 R.P.M. Extended Play 
Two Duets—“I'm a Pilgrim.” 
“Love Divine.” 
Sung by Arthur and Esther Thom. 
Two Solos—“Down From His Glory.” 
“The Glory of His Presence.” 
Sung by Arthar Thom. 
(12 minutes of music) 


These soloists are heard on the Echoes of Heaven 
Broadcast over CKLW every Sunday night at 9 p.m., 
Detroit, Michigan. This is a must for your record 
library. Price $1.50. Sent postpaid. Write to: 


SACRED SONGS 


11883 St. Patrick Detroit 5, Michigan 








Yes, teachers and pupils like 


FAMOUS POCKET 


HIGLEY’S QUARTERLIES 


They like the handy size, convenient 
for spare-minute use. Based on Inter- 
national S.S. Lessons, Must be seen 
for full appreciation. Ask for sample. 
Quarterlies or workbooks for all 
departments. Low in price. 


TRUE TO GOD’S WORD 


Here is material that builds character 
and wins souls. 68 pages, more than 
25,000 words and every one counts. 
Story papers and helpful visual aids 
avaliable. 


Write for full details 
Get our big catalog of complete S. S. Supplies 
THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, ind. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta; Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 


neu livie 
LIVERY - - 
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WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
em DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 
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Indians 


wi ? ror CHRIST... 


through the effective 

ways of ... 

@ Native Evangelism 

@ Radio Broadcasts 

@ Tracts and Litera- 
ture 


” You can help by join- 
ing Tribe of praying 
Christians. 

Rev. H. Thomas Claus 

Director 
Dr. Torrey M. Johnson 
Vice-Chairman 

Write for further information: 


AMERICAN INDIAN CRUSADE 
x 8801 


OKLAHOMA CITY 14, OKLA. 


TOM CLAUS 




























































CONQUERING 
THE SEVEN 
DEADLY SINS 
by Lance Webb 


Help for those who would help them- 
selves and others—a new look at an 
old enemy, Sin. 

A hard-hitting, down-to-earth analy- 
sis of Sin in its seven deadly forms— 
pride, envy, anger, dejection, avarice, 
lust, and gluttony—as a daily reality 
every man has to deal with. 

Dr. Webb throws much-needed light 
on the modern manifestations of Sin, 
and shows how men can successfully 
conquer their fears and frustrations 
only by understanding their basis in 
Sin. He vividly demonstrates how 
Sin can be—and has-been—overcome 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

A book for everyone interested in 
self-analysis through sin-analysis—a 
guide to better living for himself and 
others. $3 


AT ALL 
BOOKSTORES 


ABINGDON PRESS 











Are Baptists Protestants? 
(Continued from second page) 


Reformation undoubtedly played a large 
part in preparing the way for the emer- 
gence of the Baptist movement as such. 

As to whether present-day Baptist 
leaders who hold the view that Baptists 
are not Protestants are true to the faith, 
it is our belief that you will find such 
men among the ranks of the Fundamen- 
talists rather than among the Liberals. 

In the generally understood terminol- 
ogy of the present day, however, Baptists 
would certaifly be reckoned among the 
Protestant groups and any religious cen- 
sus would so consider them. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 27 to July 3 


Mon.—2 Kings 23:29-33; Jeremiah 22:10-12. 
Jehoahaz Deported. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONs: “Pharaoh-nechoh 
. took Jehoahaz away; and he came 
to Egypt, and died there.” Sinners are 
true to their nature in any setting. This 
son of Josiah early came to ruin. Even 
in the early twenties he pulled down 
upon himself the wrath of God. He had 
to learn the hard way that the Lord has 
full control of every life. Have you 
learned that it is better to obey than 
resist God? Is your life one of obe- 
dience to God or rebellion against His 
will? Pray against earth’s wicked rulers 
as in Psalm 59:5. 


Tues.—Jeremiah 22:13-18. 
Fruits of Wickedness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe unto him 
that buildeth his house by unrighteous- 
ness.” The Lord’s eyes behold and His 
eyelids try the children of men. He 
observes very particularly man’s ill- 
treatment of his fellow men. He not 
only orders comforts for the oppressed 
but also punishments for the oppressers. 
He is swift to recompense evils done 
to the innocent. Rulers and all sinners, 
and saints, too, find that they come right 
smack up against the law of sowing and 
reaping. Pray for a wave of conviction 
of sin to sweep over sinners in your 
community. 


Wed.—2 Kings 24:1-7. 
Revolt Against the Chaldeans. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jehoiakim be- 
came his servant three years: then he 
turned and rebelled against him.” Break- 
ing promises is a serious offense against 
God, and is generally a provocation to 
man. Jehoiachim found this out to his 
great sorrow. It pays to let your yea be 
yea, and your nay nay. In these days 
of trucebreaking let us keep all good 
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promises whatever the cost (see Psa. 
15:4). Not to do so is a great evil (Matt. 
5:37). Hold to truth and shame the 
Devil. Pray that preachers may with 
boldness declare the whole counsel of 
God. 


Thurs.—Jeremiah 22;24-30. ’ 
A Broken Vessel, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A vessel wherein 
is no pleasure.” God held wicked Coniah 
in great contempt. This appears not 
only in the contemptible name God gave 
him—Coniah—but in the post-mortem 
dishonor done to his dead body (see y, 
19). God’s estimate of man stands. It 
was bad for Coniah to reject God’s 
prophet, but it is worse for men to ignore 
the Son of God speaking from Heaven, 
Pray for all men in the executive dé. 
partment of our Government in keeping 
with Psalm 2:10-12. 


Fri.—Jeremiah 36:1-8. 
Jeremiah’s First Book, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Baruch wrote 
from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 
words of the Lord, which he had spoken 
unto him, upon _a roll of a book.” Jere- 
miah’s first book met with royal disap- 
proval and royal hands threw it ‘into 
the fire. Jeremiah has found, as we all 
must, that labor done at God’s behest, 
and done for Him at our very best, will 
never be in vain. Failure in appearance 
is often the lot of good men, but final 
triumph is assured to all who do the will 
of God from the heart. Pray for Chris- 
tians who are under persecution for 
righteousness sake. 


Sat—Jeremiah 36:20-23, 27-32. 
Jeremiah’s Book Kewritten. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Take thee again 
another roll, and write in it all the for- 
mer words that were in the first roll.” 
The God of. inspiration watched over 
His own Word: It was just as easy for 
the Spirit of God to repeat the words of 
the first book as to give them in the 
first instance. And the fact that these 
words of Jeremiah are in our possession 
today is another marvel of divine in- 
spiration. Do you know experientially 
the gracious ministry of the Holy Spirit 
in bringing to remembrance the gracious 
words of Christ? Pray for more diligence 
in reading the Word so that He may give 
you this blessed experience. 


Sun.—Jeremiah_1:14-19. 
Jeremiah Strengthened by God. 


PRAYER SvuccestTions: “They shall 
fight against thee; but they shall not 
prevail against thee; for I am with 
thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee.” 
Blessed is the man whose strength is 
in Jehovah. Make it your main care 
to be “strong in the Lord, and in the , 
power of his might.” He giveth 
strength to them that have no might 
and call upon Him for all they need. 
Pray for Christ’s strength to be made 
perfect in you. 
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